[image: image1.png]UNCP.EDU « AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER





Spring 2023 Graduate School Commencement Ceremony: Questions and Answers
Where and when will the ceremony be held?
The University Quad, Friday, May 5, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. NOTE: All guests should be seated by 6:45 as the seated area will be closed for the processional at that time.

When, where, and how do I line up?
You will line up at 6:00 p.m. in the Auxiliary Gym in the Jones Athletic Center. Please be on time to line up, clear up pronunciations, and receive information about hooding and the process. You will walk from the gym to the University Quad prior to the ceremony.  Let us know if you need have special needs for this walk. (Comfortable shoes are highly recommended for the long walk to the Quad).
How many tickets can I get?
Outdoors: Tickets are not required. 
In the event of rain, we will provide more information a few days before the ceremony. However, if the ceremony is moved indoors, seating capacity will be limited and each graduate will receive four (4) guest tickets, with overflow via livestream in the University Center or other designated location(s). The event will also be livestreamed on YouTube. Check for updates on the Graduate Ceremony website the week of ceremony for more details.
How do I get extra tickets?
Outdoors: No tickets needed.
Rain Plan: More information about tickets and extra ticket option will come closer to the week of the Graduation Ceremony. Make sure to check the Graduate Ceremony website the day of Commencement.
Will handicapped seating be available for students & guests?
Yes. If needed, please inform the Accessibility Resource Center (ARC): phone/voice: 910-521-6695; fax: 910-521-6891; email: arc@uncp.edu. Also, inform the University Marshals when you arrive for graduation.
Do children require tickets?
Outdoors: No. There should be plenty of seats available. 
Indoors: Yes, children must have tickets unless they are small enough to be held for the entire ceremony and do not use a seat.

What should I wear?

Students should dress for a formal ceremony. In most cases, students dress in business casual attire. Consider what will show above and below your gown. Comfortable shoes are encouraged.
Do we walk across the stage individually?
Yes. Your name will be called, you will walk across stage, have your stole placed on your shoulders (be hooded), have your picture taken as you receive your diploma cover and shake hands with the Chancellor, and proceed to shake hands with others as you cross and exit the stage.
When do I get my official diploma?
Diplomas are usually shipped about 6-8 weeks after the last day in the month your degree has been awarded. (Spring – mid July; Winter – mid March; Summer – mid October). 
How long will the ceremony last?

Approximately two hours. Please plan to bring your guests to the reception that will be held immediately following the ceremony.

Please contact The Graduate School (910-521-6271) if you have additional questions.
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