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You say to not put my name on the entry. If I don’t, how 
will you know I won?  

The form you send in with your entry 
has your name and contact information 
on it, and we code your entry to match 
your form.  

Alright, so I cannot sign my name. Can I work it into the 
story or poem or even make an acrostic?  

If you include your name in any fashion, 
including dedicating it to your parents or 
other relatives, your entry will be 
disqualified.  

What happens if I used 501 words? Do you really count 
the words? Does the title count?  

Yes, we really count the words; with 501 
words, your entry will be disqualified. 
The title doesn’t count towards the 500 
words.  

Can I just write my entry neatly? What if I print it by 
hand?  

Writing the entry by hand is against the 
rules and your entry will be disqualified. 
Use a computer or typewriter, please.  

What if I have trouble with spelling? Will that disqualify 
my entry?  

Misspelled words do not disqualify an 
entry, but the judges tend to react 
negatively to an entry with misspelled 
words and bad grammar.  

What about the application form? Do I have to fill it out 
completely?  

Yes, we need to know in which category 
to place your entry and how to contact 
you. 

The deadline for entries is February 28, 2019. What if 
there is inclement weather, and I can’t get to the post 
office that day?  

If the Public Schools of Robeson County 
close, we will accept entries postmarked 
on the day they next open. You may 
also send the forms and entries 
electronically 

I have two great entries. Can I send in both of them?  If you do, the first one opened will be 
entered (if it qualifies) and the other one 
discarded.  

What about pictures or graphics? Can I include them?  You may, but the judges will be getting 
photocopies. Sometimes graphics can 
obscure the words and that hurts the 
chances that the entry will win.  

 


