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Graduate School Commencement Ceremony: Questions and Answers

Where and when will the ceremony be held?
Check the Graduate School Calendar for the exact date, but The Graduate School commencement ceremony is typically held the first Friday of December (winter) and May (spring) in the Givens Performing Arts Center (GPAC) at 7:00 p.m. 
Immediately following the commencement ceremony, graduates and their guests are treated to a champagne reception next door in the UC Annex. All guests should be seated by 6:45 as the doors will be closed for the processional at that time.

When, where, and how do I line up?
You will line up at 6:00 p.m. in the Auxiliary Gym in the Jones Athletic Center. Please be on time. UNCP staff will be there to assist you in lining up in the appropriate order. You will walk from the gym to GPAC prior to the ceremony.

How many guest tickets will I receive?
Tickets will be reserved for each graduate student who has applied for Commencement that semester. The number of tickets is determined by the number of graduates and the seating capacity of the facility. Typically, spring graduates can receive about 6 tickets but fall graduates may acquire something closer to 10 or 11.  The exact number of available tickets will be contain in information emailed to you about a month before commencement. Note that The Graduate School is quickly growing and this number will change based on the number of students scheduled to graduate. 
Where can I get my reserved graduation tickets?
Your admission tickets, caps, gowns, and hoods, were distributed at Grad Finale.  If you did not pick up your tickets during Grad Finale, you can pick them up from The Graduate School, Lindsay Administration Building, Room 124. Tickets must be picked up by December 7, 2018.
Can I have my reserved tickets mailed to me?
Yes. You must mail your written and signed request to The Graduate School, along with a stamped, self-addressed envelope. The mailing address is: The Graduate School, UNC Pembroke, P.O. Box 1510, Pembroke, NC 28372.

Can someone pick up my reserved tickets for me?
Yes, you may designate someone to pick up your tickets by providing that person with your written and signed permission. Indicate the designated person’s name on your written request, and have that person to bring a picture I.D.

How do I get extra tickets?
Extra tickets are not guaranteed and may not be available. If extra tickets are available, The Graduate School (Lindsay Admin. Building, room 124) will distribute the remaining on Thursday the day before commencement on a first-come, first-serve basis beginning at 8:00 a.m.  If you cannot pick up the extra tickets, you may designate someone to pick up your tickets by providing that person with your permission. Call in advance to see if tickets are remaining, but they will not be held.
Will handicapped seating be available for guests?
Yes. If needed, please inform the Accessibility Resource Center (ARC): phone/voice: 910-521-6695; fax: 910-521-6891; email: arc@uncp.edu. Also, inform the University Marshals when you arrive for graduation.

Do children require tickets?
Yes, children must have tickets unless they are small enough to be held for the entire ceremony. If they require a seat, they must have tickets.

What should I wear?

There is no official dress code but ask that you will dress appropriately and consider what will show above and below your gown.

Do we walk across the stage individually?
Yes. When your name is called, you will present your hood to the Dean so that it may be draped over your head and onto your shoulders, you will then walk across the stage, receive your diploma cover, and shake hands with Chancellor Cummings.

When do I get my official diploma?
Diplomas will be mailed in February after the fall semester grades are processed, or June after spring semester grades are processed, and diplomas have been printed.

How long will the ceremony last?

The ceremony will last approximately an hour. Please plan to bring your guests to the reception that will be held in the University Center Annex immediately following the ceremony.

Please contact The Graduate School (910-521-6271) if you have additional questions.
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