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Owner of Canal Industries and University Friend Dies
M. Carr Gibson, owner of Canal Industries

and one of the most successful foresters in
America, died March 19. He was 92.

Gibson’s life was a post-war success story.
While his company accumulated considerable

land and related
businesses, he
served in a 
wide variety 
of government,
civic, healthcare,
business and
education boards
and was one of
the greatest 

philanthropists in the region.
The Lumberton, N.C., resident served on

the boards and in the other capacities for
Southeastern Regional Medical Center,
Southern National Bank, County Board of

Commissioners, the Lumberton Board of
Education, Lumberton Jaycees, North
Carolina Forestry Committee, Lumber River
Conservancy, Methodist and Wesley Pines
Retirement Centers and Gibson Cancer Center,
which is named in his honor.

Gibson faithfully served his church and
was a veteran of World War II, retiring as a Lt.
Colonel from the U.S. Army Reserves. He also
found time to serve the University through the
administrations of three chancellors.

Serving two terms on UNCP’s Board of
Trustees, he was a charter member of the
Chancellor’s Club, the elite donor society of 
the University. In 1990, he was awarded the
Alumni Association’s Distinguished Service
Award.

Chancellor Meadors called Gibson one of
America's great success stories. "He is a great
American success story," Chancellor Meadors  

said. "But what was truly special about him
was that he gave of his time and resources
throughout his life. UNCP was one of many  
institutions that Mr. Gibson was involved with
and we are a better place because of him."

Chancellor Emeritus Joseph B. Oxendine
called Gibson a great individual and personal
friend. “I was saddened at the news of his
passing,” he said. “Carr Gibson was an asset
to this community, a public spirited individual.
He was the epitome of a gentleman,” Dr.
Oxendine continued. “He supported many
community institutions, and I appreciated his
support of this University."

He was a native of Sumatra, Fla., and a
graduate of the University of Florida. Gibson’s
wife of 61 years, Alice Rose, and a son pre-
ceded him in death. He leaves four children,
Thomas, Alice, Lilli and Gwen. ■

Wrestling scholarship dedicated on February 8
The C.A. ‘Whitey’ Smith Endowed

Wrestling Scholarship was dedicated on
February 8 and added to the Wall of Honor 
in the English E. Jones Athletic Center.

The scholarship was established by former
UNCP wrestling coach P.J. Smith to honor his
father. Smith coached UNCP wrestling for 26
years producing 33 all-Americans.

Chancellor Meadors praised coach Smith
for his vision.

“P.J. Smith has a feel for the whole
University,” Chancellor Meadors said.
“Through his work with the Red Cross and
youth programs, he is a wonderful member 
of the UNCP family.”

The ceremony was attended by members
of the Smith family and UNCP’s wrestling
family, including current coach Jamie Gibbs.

“I believe this scholarship will help us
carry on the strong tradition that P.J. Smith
helped start at this University,” Gibbs said. “It
will impact our wrestling program forever.”

Wendell Staton, associate vice chancellor
for Advancement, said the scholarship will
promote the character qualities Smith’s father

believed in_‘hard work, self-discipline, pride,
mental toughness and competitiveness.’

“This scholarship honors my dad who 
was a great influence in my life,” Smith said.
“Wrestling had a great impact on our lives,
and this scholarship will help wrestlers achieve
their goals in wrestling and in life.”

Smith, who continues to direct UNCP’s
Aquatics Program, won numerous state and

national honors during his career. He was
inducted into the National Wrestling Hall of
Fame, the NCAA Division II Wrestling Hall
of Fame and was named Man of the Year in
North Carolina wrestling. ■

UNCP wrestlers and coach Jamie Gibbs (yellow visor) congratulate the Smith family for
their scholarship. Family members from left are Marsha, Florence, Sandy and P.J. Smith. 
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Alumni Highlights

Courtney Kilgore ‘05 goes out on a limb to discover new life
Courtney Kilgore would have been a great elementary school

teacher. While she served as a lifeguard at a local pool during high
school, kids often came early to check out her bug collection from
cleaning out the filters.

“I love the sense of discov-
ery kids get from science,” she
said. “I hope I never lose my
own childlike enthusiasm.” 

Kilgore caught the science
bug early, and it’s taking her to
new heights, literally. In May,
she graduated from University
of Central Missouri with a
Master of Science in biology
degree. 

While doing research for
her master’s thesis, Kilgore may
have discovered a new species
of Myxomycete, commonly
known as slime mold. She found it near the top of a shortleaf pine
tree. “I literally go out on a limb for my research,” Kilgore said. “It’s
75-feet up and 20-feet out; it’s the scariest thing I’ve ever done in my
life. 

“The specimen won’t get a name until it is verified. It resembles
an Arcyria cinerea,” she said. “We have to be careful to make sure it is
a true species and not a variant of another species. We’ve joked about
naming it; I like Arcyria princesscourtney.”

On April 16, Kilgore delivered a seminar for UNCP’s Biology
Department about her research on Myxomycetes. She was on her way
to make a presentation at the annual meeting of the Association of
Southeastern Biologists (ASB) in Spartanburg, S.C.

A Fayetteville, N.C., native, Kilgore said she plans to apply to a
Ph.D. program in the future. For now, Kilgore is content to admire 
the slimy subjects of her research. She’s grown fond of growing 
specimens in her lab and climbing into tree canopies.

“Those little slime molds grew on me,” she laughed. “I can’t 
grow a houseplant, but give me a week in the lab, and I can create a 
miniature world. When you’re looking at Myxomycetes through a
microscope, it’s a little like flying over an alien planet,” she said.
“They’re very colorful and beautiful.”

National Geographic was charmed by the high flying antics of the
Central Missouri scientists and filmed a short PBS documentary titled 

“Smoky Mountain Treetop Exploration” for its Wild Chronicles
series. It focused on the work of Kilgore’s advisor Dr. Harold W.
Keller, but she and other students did the climbing.

“We use a sling shot and a new
double-rope climbing technique
that does not harm the trees,” 
she said. “The views can be 
spectacular.” 

That project yielded another
new slime mold species. As the
film notes, “tree canopies are one 
of the last frontiers of bio-diversity.”

“Slime molds are everywhere
and valuable to the environment
and for medical research,” Kilgore
said. “They are microbial predators
that eat bacteria and are themselves
food for insects.”

Kilgore’s research focused 
on Myxomycetes collected from the bark/stems and reproductive 
structures growing on five types of trees and plants. She tested for
distribution characteristics, effects of pH and new species. The results
were shared with ASB, and Kilgore hopes to publish her findings this 
summer. 

Kilgore hopes to broaden her treetop research and leave slime
molds behind. She would like to climb some of the largest trees in
North America. “I want to study Redwoods,” she said. “I would love
to get out there and climb some majestically large trees.

“My hypothesis is that Redwoods are so old that their limbs
resemble ground habitat,” she said.

Starting her college career as an elementary education major,
Kilgore was drawn to the study of science in UNCP’s Biology
Department. Dr. Leon Jernigan, coordinator of the Environmental
Science program, said Kilgore contributed in many ways.

“Courtney is one of the best students our department has had in
the six years I have been here,” Dr. Jernigan said. “Not only did she
excel in her studies, but she also was instrumental in the growth and
success of the Biology Club while serving as its president.

“Courtney’s enthusiasm and insatiable curiosity make her a plea-
sure to have in one of your courses,” he continued. “Her success in
graduate school makes me feel very proud of my role in her under-
graduate development.”

Kilgore praised the environment of the Biology Department.
“When I came to UNCP, I did not know what to expect,” she said.
“What I found is a good school and a great Biology Department that
was good to me. This is a department that rejoices in the achieve-
ments of its students and colleagues. It’s a positive, nurturing 
place.” ■

“I literally go out on a limb for my research,” Kilgore
said. “It’s 75-feet up and 20-feet out; it’s the scariest

thing I’ve ever done in my life.”
















