
U N C PU N C P
SUMMER 2001

DICK
TAYLOR

A CONTRIBUTION

FROM DICK AND

LENORE TAYLOR

OF LUMBERTON

AIDS THE NEW

TRACK

TodayToday



Imagine you
are in a movie
theater, popcorn
in one hand, 

soda in the other. As you settle in for the
preview of coming attractions, flashing
across the screen are a group of attractive
students and distinguished professors from
UNC Pembroke! 

It is not a dream, but a part of our mis-
sion to reach out to new audiences across
the Carolinas and beyond. Marketing
experts agree that this form of advertising
is economical and effective in reaching an
otherwise elusive target Ñ the college-
bound student.

This is just one small part of our com-
prehensive effort to let people know about
your great university. We are working
harder and hopefully smarter than ever
before. 

It appears to be paying off. Last year
we led the UNC system in enrollment
gains. This year, record-breaking numbers
of applications and acceptances, room
reservations and attendance at events for
prospective students indicate we will do
well again.

This is a university bursting at the
seams with positive energy. A number of

things are happening here that I would
like to share with you, our alumni and
friends:

¥ When students return for the fall
semester, they will be greeted by a new
womenÕs soccer team and a nearly com-
pleted track and soccer complex.  

¥ A 336-bed, private apartment com-
plex opens this fall, revolutionizing 
student housing and student life on our
campus. 

¥ A select group of North CarolinaÕs
best and brightest students will find new
academic and social challenges at the new
University Honors College. 

¥ All students will enjoy rich cultural
diversity from around the globe when 
our new Multi-Cultural Center opens in
early fall.

¥ Unprecedented opportunities to study
abroad and gain leadership experience
through community service will become
increasingly available right here at home.

¥ Agreements have been signed with
two Chinese universities for an exchange
of programs, students, faculty and ideas.
Additional agreements and a new Office
for International Programs will enhance
global educational experiences for our 
students and faculty.

¥ In its second year, our Distinguished
Speaker Series will bring Ralph Nader,
Erin Brockovich, Maya Angelou and 
others to our community. 

¥ The Professional Artist Series begins
its 26th year, and the new Nostalgia
Concert Series begins its second year 
with artists including the 5th Dimension
(ParentÕs Weekend October 5-6), Crystal
Gayle and Percy Sledge.

There are opportunities for our entire
community of alumni and friends. One 
of our good friends from Lumberton, 
Dick Taylor, found an opportunity to
make a significant contribution toward 
the construction of our new track. We 
are appreciative of his generosity.

There are many other ways to be
involved with your university, such as the
Alumni Soccer Tailgate September 29. 

These are just some of the new events
taking root to become popular new 
traditions. 

However, there are no traditions with-
out friends to share them with. Please join
us on our journey by visiting the campus
for one of the many exciting events this
year. YouÕll relive the best of times and
share in our vision for the future.

From the Chancellor 
Allen C. Meadors, Ph.D., FACHE

Many new opportunities await students this fall

Greetings, Fellow Alumni:
It is with

great excitement
and anticipation
that I begin my
two-year term 
as your Alumni
Association 
president. I 
look forward to

receiving your ideas and suggestions on
how the Association can meet the needs

of the ever-increasing alumni 
of the university in a more effective 
manner.

Many thanks to Darrell Johnson for
the valuable leadership he provided as
Association president during the past 
two years. We look forward to DarrellÕs
continuing service to both the Alumni
Association and the university.

The Alumni Association continues to
expand its scope in terms of both active
membership and program enhancement.

In recent years, several alumni chapters
have been revitalized throughout North
Carolina and others are envisioned. New
travel programs have been launched, and
this magazine has been expanded with
additional alumni features. As the new
academic year begins, all alumni are
encouraged to assume an active role in
the life of UNC Pembroke.

Live well,
Dwight Pearson Õ77

From your Alumni President

Alumni Association continues to expand services and opportunities



Campus Notes
Spring Commencement
2001 saw 325 
graduate.

Dr. Ed Powers won 
an unprecedented 
two Dial Awards. 
How he did it will
amaze you!

Community service by UNCP students is booming thanks in
part to a new program.

Advancement
The Office of Advancement adds a major gifts officer and a
director of corporate and foundation relations.

Alumni News
Check out what your classmates are doing today in 
Class Notes!

Profiles
Professor James EbertÕs
contributions to the 
university are recognized
with an honorary doctorate.

Sports Notes
For South View High School, UNCP is the ÒCradle 
of Coaches.Ó

Page 1 Summer 2001

About the cover: Dick Taylor, center, with Chancellor Meadors and Athletic
Director Dan Kenney as they inspect progress on the new track construction site.
The Lumberton businessman contributed a gift and pledge of $50,000 toward
developing the project.

16

Depar tments

UNCP Today
UNCP Today magazine is 

published three times a year Ñ
December, April and August Ñ for
alumni and friends of the University.
13,000 copies were printed on recy-
cled paper at a cost of 80 cents each.

UNCP is a member institution of
The University of North Carolina.

Chancellor
Allen C. Meadors

Ph.D., FACHE

Board of Trustees
H. Thomas Jones II, Chair

Marion Bass
Becky Bullard

Sybil Jones Bullard
Sybil Lowry Collins
McDuffie Cummings

Henry Lewis
Cheryl Ransom Locklear

Carl Meares
Gervais Oxendine
Roger Oxendine

Sherry Dew Prince
Dane Onorio, SGA

Alumni Executive Board
Dwight Pearson Õ77 ..........President
Jeanne Fedak Õ82 ......Vice President
Hal Sargent Õ96 ........Sec.-Treasurer
Darrell Johnson Õ69 ..Past President

For class notes:
Office of Alumni Relations

P.O. Box 1510
Pembroke, N.C. 28372-1510

Phone: (910) 521-6213
Fax: (910) 521-6694

E-mail: alumni@uncp.edu

Today Staff
Bobby Ayers Randy Hines
Scott Bigelow Dean A. Hinnen
Teresa Cummings Nancy Starnes
Don Gersh Matt Sullivan

2

4

5

8

16
12-19

20



UNCP Today Page 2

Commencement speaker Josephine
Humphreys offered UNC
PembrokeÕs 325 graduates the same

advice she
gives her own
children: ÒTake
vitamin C, turn
off the TV and
have fun.Ó

The univer-
sity and
Chancellor
Meadors 
conferred
degrees upon
325 graduates
during Spring Commencement ceremonies
held at the Givens Performing Arts Center.

It was fitting advice on the day before
MotherÕs Day from the Charleston, S.C.,
novelist. Humphreys, whose latest book is
about Rhoda Strong Lowrie, wife of local
hero Henry Berry Lowrie, offered advice
that the late UNCP Professor Adolph L.
Dial gave her some years ago.

ÒI was having a crisis of confidence
because I was not sure that I could write
the story of a young Indian woman,Ó
Humphreys said. ÒMr. Adolph told me to
write the book, Ôbecause youÕll learn a lot.Õ

ÒThat is the best advice I can give you.
It is possible you will get rich, but given
the choice between earning and learning, 
I hope you will choose the latter.Ó

Author of five books, HumphreysÕ lat-
est on the Lowrie Wars is titled Nowhere
Else on Earth.

It was not a time for motherly advice as
a spirited group of UNCP graduates headed
out the door. But it was a time for mothers
to celebrate.

ÒItÕs been a long time coming,Ó said Pat
Edwards of Hope Mills, mother of John
Edwards. 

Jackie Parker of Lumberton said the
graduation of her son Keri is a family 
milestone.

ÒHe is the first person in my husbandÕs
family to graduate from college and the
first grandchild to graduate,Ó Parker said.

ÒHis brother, Adam, will be a senior at
UNCP next fall.Ó

Beverly Lowry of Pembroke said it was
Òa wonderful dayÓ for her daughter
Heather.

ÒIÕm excited, nervous and proud,Ó
Lowry said.

Cornelia Smith of Bladenboro said she
is proud of her daughter, Angela.

ÒPart of me is walking across the 
stage today,Ó Smith said. ÒShe is my only
daughter.

ÒAngela loved Pembroke and is a very
good student,Ó she said of her daughter,
who majored in biology. ÒShe will return 
to finish work on her second major in
chemistry.Ó

And Helen Collins of Rowland said her
son, Marcus, a UNCP employee, worked
hard for his degree.

ÒItÕs a very important day for us,Ó
Collins said. ÒI watched him work so hard
to reach this day.Ó

Humphreys was awarded an Honorary
Doctor of Letters. Professor Emeritus
James B. Ebert was awarded an Honorary
Doctor of Science.

Dr. Ebert has taught biology at UNCP
for 44 years and continues to be involved
in university affairs in a variety of ways.
(See story page 16.)

Grand Marshal for the event was Dr.
Shelby Stephenson, winner of the 2001
UNC Board of Governors Award for
Teaching Excellence.

Chancellor Meadors closed the ceremo-
ny with a few words of encouragement.

ÒTo get here today, you had to make
decisions that were not always easy,Ó he
said. ÒGo out and claim your slice of the
American dream.Ó

325 awarded degrees
in spring ceremonies

Humphreys

Carolyn Hollifield taking it in

NO SWEAT! — Three unidentified grads enjoy the day.

S p r i n g  C o m m e n c e m e n t



Historic agreements between UNC
Pembroke and two Chinese universities
will create international opportunities for
students and faculty.

This spring, university officials and
visiting officials of the China University
of Mining and Technology signed an
agreement for UNCP to offer a masterÕs
program in China.

During a visit to China in early June,
Chancellor Allen C. Meadors signed an
articulation agreement with Macau

University of Science and Technology. It
would allow Chinese students who earn
associate degrees to transfer credits to
UNCP toward their baccalaureate degrees.

Macau University is located on the
tiny island of Macau, south of Hong
Kong. China University is located in the
central mainland city of Xuzhou in the
province of Jiangsu.

Faculty in the Public
Management (MPM) 
program will travel in pairs
to China University each
semester to train students
there. The classes will be
about two weeks long and
will be augmented through
the Internet.

UNCP will certify Macau
University academic programs
and provide administrative support 

services. Both agreements pave the way for
exchanges of students and faculty between
UNCP and the PeopleÕs Republic of China,
the worldÕs most populated nation.

The future of international educational
relations is an open door for the universi-
ty, said Chancellor Meadors.

ÒAs part of our ongoing efforts to 
prepare our students for the global society

in which we live, these partnerships pro-
vide our students educational experiences
and opportunities that will carry them
beyond the classroom,Ó he said.

Dr. Dan Barbee, who directs the MPM
program at UNCP, said the international
educational alliance is an opportunity for
faculty to travel and gain international
exposure.

ÒWeÕre very pleased and excited with
the opportunity,Ó Dr. Barbee said. ÒI hope
to go with the first wave.

ÒI see long-term and interesting possi-
bilities. It will expand our cultural and
scholarly horizons.Ó
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Carl Meares and Marion Bass were
named to the Board of Trustees in July.

Meares of Fair Bluff replaces Robert
Caton of Lumberton and will serve a
four-year term. Bass of Charlotte will
finish the term of Mac Campbell, who
resigned to join the State Board of
Transportation.

Bass served on the board from 
1987-95 and was chair for four years.
He is a 1965 UNCP graduate and a 
securities broker.

Bass is an appointee of the 
UNC Board of Governors. Meares 
is an appointee of Gov. Mike 
Easley.

Meares is president of Ellis Meares
and Sons, a distribution company. He is
a graduate of UNC Chapel Hill.

Meares is the mayor pro-tem of the
town of Fair Bluff, a member of the
board of trustees of the Columbus
County Hospital and a member of the
Columbus County Committee of 100.

FOREIGN
RELATIONS

UNCP signs agreements with 
two Chinese universities

New members appointed to Board of Trustees

Campus NotesCampus Notes

Please see CHINESE, page 7

Chancellor Meadors and Professor Zhou Li Gao, 
Director of Macau University.

Ò... partnerships like this provide our students educational experi-

ences and opportunities that will carry them beyond the classroom.Ó
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UNC Pembroke English Professor
Shelby Stephenson has been named the
recipient of the UNC Board of Governors
Award for Teaching Excellence.

A faculty member since 1978, Dr.
Stephenson is described by students as
Òhumble, caring, humanistic, inspirational
and exciting to be around.Ó

For the past 22 years, Dr. Stephenson
has been editor of the literary journal
Pembroke Magazine. The magazine has
played an important role in the modern
renaissance of North Carolina writers. 

He has written or edited seven vol-
umes of poetry and published poems 
in scores of collections and journals.
Colleagues praise Dr. Stephenson as a
teacher and artist.

ÒShelby is a magnificent teacher,Ó said
Dr. Thomas Leach, dean of the College of

Arts and Sciences. ÒHe
connects from the heart
and inspires his students
with his genuine love of
literature.

ÒHe is one of
UNCPÕs greatest trea-
sures and one of the reasons so many 
students enjoy being here. In him, the
poetry comes alive.Ó

ÒAt UNC Pembroke, there quite simply
is no higher honor to be earned than the
Board of Governors Award for Teaching
Excellence,Ó said Dr. Roger Brown,
provost and vice chancellor for Academic
Affairs. ÒIn my short acquaintance with
him, I have found Dr. Stephenson to be a
wonderfully gifted individual with the
warmth and concern that make him a truly
great teacher and mentor.

ÒWe also share a love for the old-time
mountain gospel and folk music. I am
genuinely delighted to see Shelby earn
this prestigious recognition from his stu-
dents and his colleagues.Ó

Dr. Stephenson has been recognized
by the N.C. Department of Cultural
Resources and the N.C. Literary and
Historical Association with the R. Hunt
Parker Award for Òsignificant lifetime
contributions to the literary heritage of
North Carolina.Ó

Shelby Stephenson
wins top UNC
teaching award

Dr. Shelby Stephenson

Powers wins an unprecedented two Dial Awards
Business Management Professor

Edward L. Powers has an outstanding
record of scholarly work at UNC
Pembroke.

He has published dozens of papers in
his area of academic expertise Ñ human
resources and organizational behavior. For
this, he was awarded the 2001 Adolph L.
Dial Award for Scholarship.

For his volunteer work at Pembroke
Elementary School, Dr. Powers was
awarded the Dial Award for Community
Service. He is the first professor to win
both awards.

Following the announcement, 
scholarship was not uppermost in 
his mind.

ÒI connect with first graders,Ó Dr.
Powers said. ÒI donÕt know why.Ó

He contributed 112 volunteer hours
during the last school year and 300 hours
this year. 

ÒIt started out small, but I now spend
all my free time over there,Ó Dr. Powers
said. ÒI just love it over there. Those peo-
ple are awesome.Ó

Dr. Powers enjoys tutoring at
Pembroke Elementary so much that he 
volunteers for bus and lunch duty.

ÒLunch is my favorite because I get to
hop from table to table,Ó he said. ÒThey

call me ÔMr. EdÕ and gave me a T-shirt
with my name on it.Ó

Many of the children he works with
donÕt have men in their lives. 

ÒThere are more things I would like to
do for these children,Ó he said. ÒGetting
more people from the university to volun-
teer Ñ especially men Ñ is one project.

ÒThis is the nicest place I have ever
been, and Donna (teacher) and Rhonda
Locklear (assistant) are just fantastic.Ó

He is just beginning to tap the connec-
tion between scholarship and community
service. He and Dr. William Gash, assis-
tant vice chancellor for Academic Affairs,
are co-writing a paper on school manage-
ment for an academic journal.

A 13-year veteran professor at UNCP,
Dr. Powers teaches undergraduate business
management courses and graduate courses
in the MBA and Public Management 
programs.

Please see AWARD, page 7

Dr. Ed Powers



Community service program a huge success
ÒPeople generally say that todayÕs 

college students are apathetic and not 
reliable,Ó said Abdul Ghaffar, director of
Student Activities. ÒThis program shows
that it is not true.Ó

At the second annual awards ceremony
for Leadership and Service Opportunities
Program (LSOP), 109 students received
awards for completing more than 20 volun-
teer service hours. This is a 500-percent
increase in participation over the programÕs
first year on campus.

UNCP students like
Bryan Scott and Yuri Ono
proved to be dedicated,
sometimes above and
beyond the call of duty. 

Scott volunteered
more than 400 hours,
mostly at the Baptist
Student Union. One of 
his projects was helping
pour the foundation of a
church in St. Thomas,
Virgin Islands.

Yuri OnoÕs love for
animals resulted in a vol-
unteer job at the Robeson
County Humane Society.
ÒI went twice a week,Ó 
she said. ÒThe program 
is over, but I still go.Ó

Other students, includ-
ing Lyzanne Charles and
Calvin Webster, proved to
be creative in their volun-
teer efforts. 

Charles created her
own reading program for
kids at a nearby housing
project. She rewarded 
her students with a trip 
to the University Center
for dinner.

Webster, who was 
last yearÕs outstanding
LSOP volunteer, invented 
a weeklong program he
dubbed ÒCampaign for
Compassion,Ó which
helped raise student
awareness of world
hunger.

LSOP harnessed a total of 4,300 volun-
teer hours of community service at local
hospitals, public schools, animal shelters,
hospices, nursing homes and other local
agencies.

Besides finding outlets for community
service, LSOPÕs goal is to develop leader-
ship skills, Ghaffar said.

ÒThis program is designed to build 
on the intangible and interpersonal side 
of education at UNCP,Ó he said. ÒIn LSOP,

students have the opportunity to develop
the habit of leadership.Ó

The program rewards its graduates 
with distinctive sashes to be worn with
their regalia at commencement. It also 
provides a transcript that may be used 
in job searches along with a traditional
resume and transcript.

ÒEmployers are looking at more than
grades,Ó said Dr. Lisa Schaeffer, director 
of UNCPÕs Career Center. ÒThey are 

looking for well-rounded
individuals who demon-
strate leadership qualities.Ó

Norman Rugg took the
program one step further.
The computer science
major volunteered at a
Southeastern Regional
Medical CenterÕs data 
processing center.

ÒIt was a good experi-
ence, and I leaned a lot,Ó
he said. ÒApparently, they
liked me because they 
gave me a job application
before I left.Ó

The program has a
great future, said vice
chancellor for Student
Affairs, Dr. Diane Jones.

ÒThis program 
shapes leaders,Ó she said.
ÒBuilding the total student
is a critical part of what 
we do at UNCP.Ó

Next year, Student
Activities will hire a full-
time LSOP administrator.
The Student Government
Association is so pleased
with the program it 
voted to increase student
fees to help fund the new
position.

While good ideas 
come and go, LSOP is 
a project whose time 
has come. 

ÒItÕs been one of the
most rewarding things I
have been involved with 
on campus,Ó Ghaffar said.
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UNCP volunteers going global
On an island better known

for its sun, sand and surf, 12
members of UNCPÕs Baptist
Student Union sweltered under
the hot sun in St. Thomas, 
helping build a church.

The volunteers spent 11
days last spring helping lay 
the foundation of Trinity
Methodist Church. They contin-
ued their community service
project by painting Calvary
Baptist Church.

The team of volunteers also
had the opportunity to lead a
youth leadership seminar and
participate in worship and
youth programs of the church-
es. They impressed the locals.

ÒI was impressed with the
effort and attitude of the stu-
dents from UNCP,Ó said site
work coordinator Bob Bains.

BSU Director Ron Sanders
said the trip was inspirational.

ÒThe hot, hard work, the
generosity of the island people
and the tropical beauty made
deep impressions on our 
volunteers,Ó he said.

The students participated in
fund-raising projects throughout
the school year to pay for the
trip. BSU member Kahlid Tapia
Õ01 played host to the group 
at his grandparentsÕ home on 
St. Thomas.

At work — Summer Chavis and Nichole Winter roll out
wire in preparation for pouring concrete



When University Courtyards apart-
ments opens its doors in August,

student housing at UNCP will never be
the same.

Located across University Drive from
campus, University Courtyards will offer
98 apartments to 334 students. The apart-
ments sport attractive features, including:

¥ Fully furnished rooms with two-
and four-bedroom options

¥ Dishwasher, microwave, washer 
and dryer

¥ Phone, cable TV and Internet con-
nections

¥ Monitored intrusion security system
with card-entry, panic button in bed-
rooms and on-site security

¥ Fire sprinkler system in every room

¥ Outdoor pool, volleyball and bas-
ketball courts and barbecue grills 

¥ Clubhouse with a computer lab,
game room and fitness center

ÒThis is the future of student housing
Ñ study hard, live easy,Ó said Craig
Kennedy, property manager for the
Ambling Company. ÒThis is not just a
place to live Ñ we serve the total student.Ó

Ambling, which operates 19 other
student apartment complexes across the
nation, began site preparation in
November 2000, and construction has
proceeded smoothly toward an August
opening date.

The idea to bring private housing to
the university was initiated more than
two years ago by Chancellor Allen C.
Meadors.

ÒTodayÕs students have diverse 
housing needsÓ he said. ÒIn University
Courtyards, we have a solid company
which will offer our students a first-class
off-campus residential experience.Ó

If early indicators are on target for
UNCPÕs surging enrollment, the addition-
al housing space will be welcome at a
growing university this fall.

ÒWe are planning for our second 
consecutive record freshman class and
a record number of transfer students,Ó 
he said. ÒA mix of public and private 

housing will meet demands for student 
housing now and in the future, when
enrollment is considerably larger.Ó

For AmblingÕs part, the company is
pleased with the initial response from
students.

ÒInterest has been high,Ó Kennedy
said. ÒWe are working hard to plan an
exciting opening.Ó

University Courtyards is planning 
a Òsplash bashÓ to coincide with the
opening of the new Track and Soccer
Complex, also on University Road.

ÒIt is a bit of luck that both facilities
on this side of University Drive will open
at the same time,Ó Kennedy said. ÒI get 
a great feeling for the future of UNC
Pembroke.Ó

At $355 per person for four-bedroom
apartments and $440 per person for two-
bedroom apartments, rent is affordable.
All utilities Ñ electric, water, sewer,
phone, cable and Internet connections Ñ
are included.

ÒWhen we sit down and crunch the
numbers, the price is quite reasonable,Ó
he said.

University officials are understand-
ably enthusiastic about the new student
housing opportunity. 

ÒItÕs exciting,Ó said Admissions
Director Jackie Clark. ÒIt gives a 
new definition to the term commuter 
student.Ó

Clark and others believe that
University Courtyards gives students
more housing options and may bolster
student satisfaction. It also makes a pos-
itive statement about the direction in
which the university is headed.

ÒIt is tangible evidence of a grow-
ing, successful university,Ó she said.

Visit University Courtyards online at
www.univesitycourtyard.com.
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“This is the future of student housing
— study hard, live easy.”

University Courtyard 
opens doors, eyes



Indianhead wins top national honors
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As editor of
UNC PembrokeÕs

yearbook, Sarah-Lynn
Brown said she learned

about the creative process. 
ÒThe theme came to me over time,Ó

said the Fayetteville native. ÒIt took a lot
of brainstorming and just going at it and
at it. Then, all of a sudden, I had it.Ó

What the senior art major had was an
award-wining idea for the 2000
Indianhead. This spring, the publication
was awarded the All-Columbia Scholastic
Press AssociationÕs silver medal for over-
all excellence and top awards in the areas
of concept and design. 

It is the first time in recent history the
yearbook took two top honors.

Brown learned that creativity is Ò95
percent perspiration and 5 percent inspi-
ration,Ó said yearbook adviser Sara
Oswald.

ÒSarah has a lot of talent for visual
images, and she is also an excellent
writer,Ó Oswald said.

This combination of talent may not
be the most common package, but Brown

has nurtured both talents in her under-
graduate career. The art major graduated
in 2000, but returned this year to finish a
second major in English.

In addition to serving three years on
the yearbook staff, she also wrote and
sketched comic strips for the school
newspaper. This year, Brown also won 
an ADDY Rising Star award for her
advertising designs.

ÒI think as a total package this is 
the best yearbook in the 12 years I have
been here. No, it is by far the best,Ó
Oswald said.

The theme of the 208-page yearbook
was ÒEndless Flight,Ó signifying the uni-
versityÕs progress over time. A spiral
staircase design was repeated in each
section, and the universityÕs prominent
flights of stairs were used as photo props
for group pictures.

The theme also worked as a 
20th-century historical retrospective,
which Brown wrote and designed.

Brown said she will pursue a 
career in advertising and design after
graduation.

Indianhead adviser Sara Oswald,
left, and editor Sarah-Lynn Brown

Dr. Barbee said there is a great deal 
to be learned about China by UNCPÕs
instructors.

ÒThe Chinese have an extraordinarily
large and complex system of govern-
ment,Ó he said. ÒThey can contribute 
significantly to our understanding of 
public administration as we teach them 
an American management program.Ó

The agreements must be approved by
the UNC Board of Governors, but UNCP
leadership is excited by the possibilities 
of additional international ties.

Will there be more outreach programs
into Asia or elsewhere? Chancellor
Meadors can envision a Center for Asian
Studies and Entrepreneurship at UNCP.

ÒWhen you realize that over half of

the worldÕs population is Asian, you start
to appreciate the importance to our stu-
dents to interact and become comfortable
with this part of our small world,Ó he said.
ÒThere are tremendous opportunities for
collaborations and partnerships with Asian
universities.Ó

And UNCP will be there as Chinese
relations with the West continue to grow.

Dr. Stephenson encourages his stu-
dents to take the journey of self-discovery
through creative writing. 

ÒWriting must be ultimately Ñ this is
almost always true Ñ its own reward,Ó Dr.
Stephenson said. ÒThat is why I am doing
what I am doing Ñ teaching and writing.

ÒTeaching and writing create a climate
for me, a way of life, style and spirit of
adventure Ñ together with a sense of 
mission.Ó

The UNC Board of Governors created
the Teaching Excellence Award in 1994 to
underscore the importance of teaching.

The award, totaling $7,500, is given to
one tenured faculty member on each of
UNCÕs 16 campuses.

At UNCP, the award recipient leads
ceremonial events at the university and
serves as featured speaker at Winter
Commencement.

CHINESE continued from page 3

AWARD continued from page 4
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AdvancementAdvancement

Valerie Cheeseman is the new director
of corporate and foundation relations, and
Thomas Giffin is the new major gifts offi-
cer. They will report to Dr. Glen Burnette
Jr., vice chancellor of Advancement.

At UNCP, Cheeseman will be responsi-
ble for securing major grants and other
support from corporations and foundations
for university programs.

Cheeseman, who has a lengthy manage-
ment record in corporate and community
relations, comes to UNCP from a position
with a national nonprofit health agency. She
has worked for major U.S. corporations in
the businesses of information technology,
energy and finance.

A New York City native, she holds a
Bachelor of Arts degree from Lehman
College and a Master of Arts degree from
the University of Denver.

She is a member of the Association of
Fundraising Professionals, the North

Carolina Center for Nonprofits, the
Carolina Farm Stewardship Association
and the N.C. Council for Entrepreneurial
Development.

Giffin will be responsible for the 
development of programs of giving 
and securing major gifts from individual
donors.

ÒThe University of North Carolina 
at Pembroke is in an excellent position 
to combine its rich history of dedicated

alumni and friends with a strong present-
day desire to move the institution forward,Ó
he said. ÒI believe private giving will play
a monumental role in achieving that goal
over the next 10 to 13 years.Ó

Giffin has worked extensively in 
public affairs and fund-raising in higher
education. He comes to the university 
from the West Virginia University
Foundation in Morgantown, where his
responsibilities included serving as director
of development for Potomac State College
of West Virginia in Keyser. He has held
fund-raising and public affairs posts at a
branch campus of Penn State University,
Berks County United Way and a regional
hospital in Western Maryland.

Giffin has an Associate Degree from
Allegany College, a Bachelor of Arts 
from Shippensburg State University 
and a Master of Science from St. Thomas
University.

Advancement adds two members to fund-raising team

For anesthesiologist Dr. Jayne P.
Maynor, a 1983 UNCP graduate, the gift
is a family affair. Her parents Ñ James
C. and the late Magenta J. Maynor Ñ 
are alumni, too.

The scholarship will provide three
students with $250 per semester.

The Magenta J. Maynor Endowed
Scholarship will be awarded to two 
art majors, and the James C. Maynor
Endowed Scholarship will go to a 
history major.

ÒMy mother loved art and loved cul-
tivating an interest and appreciation of
art in her students,Ó Dr. Maynor said. 
ÒIn this fast-paced age of science and
technology, there seems to be an even
greater need to enjoy the enriching 
beauty of art.Ó

Magenta Maynor was a Pembroke
native and a 1949 UNCP graduate. She
taught in the public schools of Robeson

County for 33 years. She passed away 
in 1984.

James C. Maynor also grew up in
Pembroke. He was a World War II veter-
an and 1950 UNCP graduate, majoring 
in history.

ÒMy father believes there should be
more emphasis on the importance of our
nationÕs history,Ó Dr. Maynor said of the
history scholarship in his name. ÒHe
believed as Ecclesiastes says, ÔThere is
nothing new under the sun.ÕÓ

Dr. Maynor majored in biology at
UNCP. She graduated from the UNC
School of Medicine and performed her 
residency at UNC Hospitals before join-
ing Lumberton Anesthesia Associates.

ÒThese scholarships will serve as a 
perpetual tribute to my parents in the dis-
ciplines they loved most,Ó she said. ÒThis
university meant a great deal to my entire
family and to our community.Ó

Pembroke physician honors parents with scholarship

Dr. Jayne P. Maynor

Thomas GiffinValarie Cheeseman
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Retired school teachers
establish scholarship

Teachers never stop caring about 
education.

Just ask Maxine Amos, Shirley
Stockton, Flora Ransom, Elizabeth Currie,
Mary B. Carroll and Katrina Locklear.

Representing the Robeson County
Retired School Personnel, this group of
retired teachers recently presented an
endowed scholarship to the University 
of North Carolina at Pembroke.

The scholarship will benefit a junior 
or senior who is studying to become a
teacher. The beneficiary will receive an
annual award of $500.

ÒHopefully, some deserving person 
will have the opportunity to join the pro-
fession,Ó said Amos, association president.

Chancellor Allen C. Meadors thanked
the group for giving back to their 
profession.

ÒIt is true what they say about the 
dedication public schools teachers have 
for their profession and the young people
they teach,Ó he said. ÒThis is a special gift
that will help a deserving student join this
elite club.Ó

ÒWe are proud of our School of
Education, which is one of the top-ranked
in the state of North Carolina. Because of
this generous gift, a student will benefit
and, ultimately, our entire public school
system will benefit.Ó

Present were Amos, who taught at
Pembroke Elementary and Carroll Middle
School; Stockton, Red Springs High
School and Lumberton Junior High
School; Ransom, Fairgrove School,
SmithÕs School and East Robeson
Elementary School; Currie, Red Springs
High School and Flora MacDonald
College; Carroll, Purvis Elementary and
Southside School; and Locklear, Carroll
Middle.

Locklear, a 1963 UNCP graduate, 
is chair of the scholarship committee.

ÒWe had an outstanding year 
enrolling new members, and there were
funds available for a good cause,Ó she 
said. ÒAs retired educators, we are still
able to contribute to the education 
community.Ó

Anonymous
donors saw 
the need for 
a textbook 
scholarship

A UNC Pembroke trustee and 
a professor noticed a disturbing
trend: They saw a growing number 
of students who could not afford the
textbooks required for their courses. 

ÒOften, students struggling 
to pay tuition and fees find that 
they are unable to afford text-
books,Ó said Lynda Parlett, director
of Development. ÒUsed textbooks
are not always available and,
sometimes, one textbook is 
shared by several students.Ó

Through the efforts of two
anonymous benefactors, the uni-
versity recently created a new
scholarship to assist financially
struggling students with the 
purchase of textbooks. 

ÒIn order to ensure that all 
students have access to books, 
the benefactors of a new book
scholarship have provided the seed
money to get it started,Ó Parlett
said. ÒIt is just seed money, and
the benefactors are hoping that
other concerned individuals will
help the book fund grow.Ó

The awards will be $100 per
approved applicant.

The scholarship was initiated in
January and has already benefited
10 students: Jessica Bullard, 
Goldie Shanae Ingram, Alison J.
McNamara, Lenin Alonso Noguera,
Amy Osbourne, Adrienne Satchell,
Angela Gail Southerland, Mary A.
Standifer and Anquonette Lekeisha
Stiles. 

ÒIt is the hope of these two 
benefactors that faculty, staff, alumni
and friends of UNCP will give gen-
erously to this fund,Ó Parlett said.

If you would like to make a
gift to this or any other scholar-
ship at UNCP, please contact 
the Office of Development 
at (910) 521-6533.

From left: Dr. Glen Burnette Jr., vice chancellor for Advancement; Shirley Stockton, Mary B.
Carroll, Maxine Amos, Chancellor Meadors, Katrina Locklear, Elizabeth Currie and Flora
Ransom.



G i v

The University of North Carolina at Pembroke

The 
BROADWAY

& More Series

September 17- Ragtime

October 3- The Eroica Trio

November 2- Footloose

December 4- A Christmas
Carol

January 24- Emile Pandolfi

February 5- Titanic

March 27- Death of a
Salesman

The Nostalgia
Concert Series

October 6- The 5th Dimension

December 7- Crystal Gayle

January 17- Mitch Ryder
Gary Lewis and 
The Playboys
Shangri Las

February 8- Percy Sledge

April 11- Chairmen of the
Board/The Tams

Four Sizz

UNCP Today Page 10



e n s
Performing Arts Center

www.uncp.edu/gpac 910-521-6361

The
DISTINGUISHED

SPEAKER
Series

September 27- Erin Brockovich

October 30- Ralph Nader

November 20- Edward James Olmos

February 26- Maya Angelou

April 2- Sherman Alexie

The 
Family

Night Out
Series

September 28- Are You My 
Mother?

November 6- Cathy Fink and 
Maxie Marxer

February 6- Franklin

March 5- Reading Rainbow

ling Series
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Four Great Ways to Have Fun!



Ray Brayboy Õ69 was named South
Carolina Superintendent of the Year 
by the S.C. Athletic Administrators
Association in Charleston. Ray was 
nominated by Marlboro County High
School Athletic Director Dean Boyd.

R. Leon
Martin Jr. Õ73
has been elected
senior vice presi-
dent at First
Citizens Bank in
Elizabethtown,
where he is a
market executive.
He is a member
of the Bladen County Economic
Development Commission and the Eastern
Center for Regional Development and a
board member of the Bladen County
Committee of 100.

Randy McCall Õ73 recently accepted 
a job as project administrator of a federal
research project in the South Carolina Pee
Dee area. He will be working with six
counties to help former TANF (welfare)
clients get jobs or increase wages. Randy
formerly worked with the Marlboro County
Department of Social Services for 28 years
as a program coordinator.

Renee George Abernathy Õ74 is a
social worker for the blind for the Gaston
County office of the North Carolina
Division of Services for the Blind. She
attended Southeastern Baptist Theological

Seminary, where she earned a Master of
Divinity degree.

Patricia Lowry Chavis Õ74 has been
named the new South Central Region direc-
tor for the Division of Prisons (See article
on page 17).

BB&T has promoted J. Philip
McEachern Õ74 to senior vice president.
Phil is a regional corporate banker and
joined the bank in 1977. He and his wife,
Mary, reside in Manteo with their two sons,
Philip, 19, and Timothy, 12.

Emilio Pagan Õ75 replaced Patricia
Chavis Õ74 as superintendent of Lumberton
Correctional Institution effective July 1.
Pagan started with the Department of
Correction in 1974 as a correctional officer
at Sandhills Youth Institution. He was later
a program supervisor and classification
coordinator at Morrison Youth Institution.
In 1992, he went to the Columbus
Correctional Institution as assistant superin-
tendent for programs. He has two adult
sons and lives in Pinehurst.

The artist for the North Carolina quarter
is Mary Ellen (Lawson) Robinson Õ75.
Her name will be mentioned in the U.S.
News and World Report, plus a coin collec-
tor magazine subtitled ÒHow one company
spent nearly a year of detective work dis-
covering who the missing artists are.Ó The
article is titled ÒSearching for the Elusive
State Quarter ArtistsÓ by James Taylor. She
was recently interviewed by ABC NewsÕ
Winston-Salem affiliate.

Dwight Pearson Õ77 completed
requirements for a Ph.D. in educational
research at North Carolina State University
in November 2000. Effective January 1, he
was named as section chief with the North
Carolina Department of Public Instruction.  

Anthony Locklear Õ79 has been named
executive director of ÒGEAR UP North
Carolina,Ó a collaborative initiative to
increase the high school graduation and
college-going rates of low-income students
in North Carolina. 

Ruth Dial Woods Õ81 was awarded a
Ph.D. in education with a concentration in
curriculum and instruction at the 199th
commencement at UNC Chapel Hill in

May. Ruth is a retired career educator in the
public schools and higher education. She is
also a member of the University of North
Carolina Board of Governors.

David Clark Õ83 works as a computer
systems analyst as an independent contrac-
tor. He has recently earned a black belt in
the martial art he has been studying for sev-
eral years. David and his wife, Victoria,
now live in Hermitage, Texas. ÒTory,Ó a
pediatrician, has been named chief resident
at Vanderbilt Hospital.

Richard Ward Õ85 completed the
requirements for a master in education
degree at UNC Greensboro in August 2000.
The degree included a social studies track
in secondary school education. As part of
the program, he completed student teaching
in High Point, N.C., and acquired North
Carolina teacher certification. He taught
classes of advanced placement and college
preparatory high school students in the sub-
jects of world, U.S. and European history.

Vance K. Bishop Jr. Õ86 has been
appointed director of the North Carolina
Biotechnology CenterÕs Conference and
Education Facility. Vance will oversee 
the 19,000-square-foot facility and its five-
person staff. He was previously director of
auxiliary services and director of confer-
ence services at St. Andrews Presbyterian
College in Laurinburg. He was a first lieu-
tenant in the N.C. Army National Guard
from 1982 to 1991 and served as a military
aide-de-camp to former N.C. Governor 
Jim Martin.

Jamie K. Oxendine Õ87 is a music 
and choir director and a Native American
speaker in the Toledo (Ohio) Public
Schools. Recently, Jamie composed the
original musical score for the PBS docudra-
ma film ÒThrough Native Eyes: The Henry
Berry Lowrie Story,Ó which was inducted
into the American Folklife Center of the
Library of Congress May 23, 2000, during
the Library of Congress Bicentennial
Celebration. Jamie is also on the Advisory
Board of the Native American Music
Association, which sponsors the Native
American Music Awards, a new category 
in the 2001 Grammy Awards. He lives in
Bowling Green, Ohio.

Ronald P. Rundus Õ88 is an 
administrative assistant with the Casey
Foundation, one of the largest philanthropic
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organizations in the world. He is also on
the board of directors and serves as treasur-
er of the Pacific Crest Biodiversity Project.
Ron lives in Seattle, Wash.

Ellen Marie Barney Õ90 has recently
taken a position as a paralegal at Hunton &
Williams law firm in Raleigh. She was pre-
viously employed with the Office of the
President at the University of North
Carolina.

Debbie Lowery Jacobs Õ91 was 
promoted to student services assistant in
the Career Services Center at UNCP. 
She has been employed at the university
since 1993.

Tommy OÕBriant ÒBrianÓ Freeman
Õ92, a UNCP Alumni Association board
member, has been chosen as one of three
teachers across the state to receive the 2001
North Carolina Jiffy Lube Teaching
Excellence Award. Parents and students
made the nominations and the award was
presented on behalf of WRAL and Jiffy
Lube. The award was based on criteria set
by the North Carolina Parent Teacher
Association program.

Clay Alexander Õ95 became the new
assistant to the president of Greensboro
College July 2. He was previously 

associate director of admissions. Some of
his major responsibilities include assisting 
the president in the overall administration
of the college, in the conduct of his
ÒPromise to KeepÓ $60 million capital
campaign, and development of special 
programs in the presidentÕs office, includ-
ing Triad World Affairs Council, character
education, Boy Scouts, Ford Foundation,
Corporate Leadership Initiative, chamber 
of commerce events and other civic and
philanthropic events. Clay will begin work-
ing on his Master of Science degree in 
Higher Education at UNC Greensboro in
January 2002.

Clara Lassiter Õ95 has been named
Teacher of the Year for 2001-2002 at
Brentwood Elementary School in
Fayetteville, where she teaches first grade.

Herbert Lowry Jr. Õ95 earned his mas-
ter of divinity degree from Duke Divinity
School in May. He also completed a long-
time goal by running in his first marathon
last December in Raleigh. Herbert is pastor
of Triad Native American United Methodist
Church in Greensboro.

Sandra McCormick Õ95, a UNCP
Alumni Association board member, and
Lois Oxendine Õ95 were selected by 
members of the Robeson Association of
Educators to attend the National NEA
Convention in Los Angeles. When they
return, they will leave again to spend two

weeks studying at the University of
Connecticut on behalf of the AIG
Department with the Public Schools 
of Robeson County.

Jeffery Alejandro Õ96, UNCP Alumni
Association board member, graduated in
May from East Carolina University with a
Master of Arts degree in Adult Education.
He is employed at ECU as a program coor-
dinator for conferences, special programs
and marketing. Jeffery will begin work on
his doctorate this fall.

Al Strickland Õ96 is band director at
Hoke County High School. He is married
to Russchelle Õ97, who is a social worker
for Hospice of Hoke County. They are the
proud parents of a daughter, Alyson
Russchelle, born May 19, 2000.

Schnele Renee Õ97 and Ursulla H.
Kerns Õ97, daughters of Bobby Ray and
Frances Õ65 Kerns, graduated from North
Carolina Central University in Durham
May 12 with a Master of Education in
Communication Disorders. Both graduated
with honors. Ursulla plans to work with the
Public Schools of Robeson County, and
Schnele is employed with Scotland
Memorial Hospital in Laurinburg.

Meredith Wilcox Storms Õ97, a 
Ph.D. candidate in the Department of
Pharmaceutical and Biomedical Sciences,
was nominated and accepted into the Rho
Chi National honor society, a society 
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1990s

2001-2002 Calendar-at-a-Glance
DESTINATION
Irish River Dance, 
Myrtle Beach
New England/Nova Scotia
Disney/Sea
World/Universal
Concord Mills
Callaway Gardens/Lake
Lanier
Selma/American Jubilee
Charleston Weekend
Southwest/Las
Vegas/Grand Canyon

Potomac Train Trip

DATE
September 15

Sept. 19-Oct. 1
November 9-12

November 30
December 6-9

December 14
March 8-10
April 12-18

May 17-19

DEPOSIT DUE
$20/immediately

ASAP
$100/August 28

$10/July 3
$100/September 1

$10/September 14
$100/November 30
$200/January 15

$100/February 1

BALANCE DUE
August 1

August 19
October 3

October 30
November 1

November 14
February 8
March 1

April 17

For details, visit the Alumni Relations Web site at www.uncp.edu/alumni/travel/index.htm
or e-mail alumni@uncp.edu.



recognizing the academic excellence of
pharmacy students. Students must maintain
a GPA in the top 10 percent of the class to
be invited by a faculty member to join the
society. Meredith was inducted during a
pinning ceremony April 12. Her research
has been published in several journals,
including The Journal of Pharmaceutical
and Biomedical Analysis, The Journal 
of Pharmaceutical Education and The
International Journal of Pharmacy
Compounding. Most recently, Meredith 
has been elected chairman of the University
of Georgia student chapter of the American
Association of Pharmaceutical Scientist.

Twilla Chavis Õ98 of Maxton is the
regional long-term care ombudsman with
the Lumber River Area Agency on Aging.
She was previously employed with
Sunbridge Care and Rehabilitation of
Pembroke.

Chad Griffin Õ98 has been named
assistant menÕs soccer coach at Stetson
University in Florida. He moves to the
NCAAÕs Division I ranks from a position as
assistant menÕs and womenÕs coach at
Division II powerhouse St. Edwards
University in Texas.

Felicia R. Treadwell Õ98 is employed
at Research Triangle Institute in Research
Triangle Park as a chemist in the analytical,
chemistry and sciences department.

SunSarae Locklear Õ01 recently joined
UNCP as a counselor/education adviser
with the Youth Opportunity Program, con-
tracted through Lumber River Council of
Governments, May 1.

David Õ68 and Carolyn K. Õ70
Johnson recently retired from the Wayne
County (N.C.) Schools after teaching for 
30 years. David, an elementary major,
spent 28 years teaching seventh grade.
Carolyn, a chemistry major, taught 
chemistry for 30 years.

Crystal Edmonds Õ88, former UNCP
Alumni Association Board member, and
husband Derek are the proud parents of a
baby girl, Elizabeth Denise. Elizabeth 
was born January 8 at Cape Fear Valley
Hospital in Fayetteville. This is their 
third child.

Congratulations to Jill Ammons-
Rogitz Õ92 and her husband, Todd, on the
birth of their son, Todd William Rogitz II,

March 16. Baby
Trey weighed 5 lbs.,
10 oz. and was 18
1/2 inches long. 

The UNCP
Athletic Department
proudly announces
that Hunter Lee
Edkins, an 8-lb., 
8-oz. all-around athlete, was born April 17.
HunterÕs mom and dad are Susan Edkins,
UNCP head athletic trainer and assistant
athletic director, and Brian Edkins Õ93,
South View High School soccer coach.

Audrea Barnes Brisson Õ95 and her
husband, Jeffrey, welcome their fourth
child, Conner Daly.
Conner was born
October 27, 2000 in
Elizabethtown. She
weighed 6 lbs., 10
oz., and was 19 3/4
inches long. Conner
was welcomed
home by her three
older siblings, Christina Dawn, 11,
Catherine Danielle, 8, and Colby Drake, 2. 

Caleb Andrew Malcolmm Õ97 and his
wife, Kyle, announce the birth of their son,
Caleb Alexander, September 23, 2000 at
Womack Army Medical Center, Fort Bragg.

Mary Gray Oxendine Õ99 and hus-
band, Rodney, announce the birth of their
baby boy, Rodney Jr., May 30, 1999. Little
Rodney weighed in at 8 lbs., 12 oz. Mary
is employed with Robeson Health Care
Corporation as their human resources 
coordinator.
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Killian-Gray wedding party, first row from left: Rebecca Ann Gray Carr Õ93, Nicole Elma
Carr, Wright Killian, Rodney Oxendine Jr., Ila Gray Killian Õ83, Mary Ila Gray Oxendine;
back row, from left: Richard Kenneth Carr Õ97, Tim Brady, Theresa Marie Gray Brady
Õ91 and Rodney Oxendine.



UNCP Controller Ila Paul Gray
Õ83 and UNCP Professor Paul Wright
Killian Jr. were united in marriage March
3 at Midway Presbyterian Church in
Maxton. In attendance at the wedding were
her daughters Rebecca Gray Carr Õ93,
Theresa Gray Brady Õ91 and Mary 
Gray Oxendine Õ99; her sons-in-law
Richard K. Carr Õ97, Tim Brady and
Rodney Oxendine; grandchildren Nicole
Carr and Rodney Oxendine Jr. Ñ future
UNCP alumni! 

Theresa Gray
Õ91 and Timothy
Brady were mar-
ried August 5,
2000 in Buffalo,
N.Y. They reside
in Depew, where
she is employed as
a photographer.

Londa Hunt
Õ94 and Troy
Santoscoy, both of Charlotte, were married
at Elegant Beginning Wedding Chapel in
Gastonia, N.C., February 20, with the Rev.
Jim Shock officiating. She is employed
with Belk Stores Services as an accountant
supervisor. Following a wedding trip to
central Florida, the couple resides in
Charlotte.

Penny Sue Wollard Õ97 and Randall
Wayne Blackburn of Waco, Texas, were
married April 28 at Judson Baptist Church
in Fayetteville with the Rev. Kenneth
Wilson officiating. She is employed as a
social worker with the Cumberland County
Department of Social Services. Following a
honeymoon trip to Myrtle Beach, the cou-
ple resides in
Wheaton, Ill. 

Jennifer
Leigh Parker Õ97
is engaged to Dr.
Michael Ebner of
Fayetteville. The
wedding was June
23 at Sandals
Caribbean Resort
in Jamaica.

If you wish to reach family members of the
deceased, you may call the Office of Alumni
Relations for contact information. Whenever 
possible, additional information, such as contact
and/or memorials, will be provided.

Chesley Oxendine Jr. Õ64 passed away
May 2.

Our condolences to Judy Locklear
Lowery Õ64 and her extended family on the
death of her mother, Stella Oxendine
Locklear, April 10.

Sara Diane Hale Õ00 died April 9.
David W. Foltz died in 1997.

Page 15 Summer 2001

Marriages and
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Alumni Professionals
To be featured, please contact the office of Alumni Relations

Hugh ÒOzÓ Queen Õ88, CPA,
Hamlet, N.C.

Renee George Abernathy Õ74
(and Abner), N.C. Division of
Services for the blind

Annie Brayboy Fair Õ80,
womenÕs health coordinator
Atlanta Department of Health &
Human Services

M. Olene Sampson Õ68, attorney,
Charlotte

ALUMNI CAREER
CONNECTIONS
The Career Connection is a 

network of graduates willing to 
contribute information and/or time to
UNCP students or alumni exploring
careers and graduate schools. Please
sign up to at www.uncp.edu/alumni 
or contact Dr. Lisa Schaeffer at the

Career Services Center, (910) 521-6270.

Deaths
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Jim Ebert
Professor Emeritus James Boyer Ebert

has given 44 years of dedicated service 
to the university, its students and the 
community.

Although he retired in 1989 as a full-
time professor, Prof. Ebert begins his 45th
year of instruction this fall as a lecturer in
the Biology Department. 

In recognition of his service, he was
conferred an Honorary Doctor of Science
degree during Spring Commencement.

In letters to the Awards Committee,
friends praised his loyalty to the university
and his students:

¥ ÒMr. Ebert has served the university
community in a most diligent, honorable
and loyal capacity for several decades,Ó
said UNCP Trustee Sybil Collins. ÒEven
after retirement, he remains a great ambas-
sador for UNCP.Ó

¥ ÒMr. Ebert can be highlighted because
of his outstanding service to his community
in recruiting students to UNCP,Ó said Dr.
Jose DÕArruda, chair of the Department of
Chemistry and Physics. ÒI have observed
for many years that he has the highest
respect among his peers.Ó

¥ ÒMr. Ebert is a kind and compassion-
ate person, but he is also tough and
demanding as a teacher,Ó said former stu-
dents and retired teachers Ralph and Hilda

Evans. ÒHe
had kind
encourage-
ment for each
student who
entered his
class.Ó

Prof.
Ebert said 
the honorary
doctorate is a
great honor.

ÒI thought
it was great to
be honored in
that way at this stage in my life and in this
profession,Ó he said. ÒI hope to continue
teaching into my 80s and as long as I am
needed.Ó 

The university had only 154 students
when Prof. Ebert arrived in 1955 with a
new degree under his arm and a desire to
make a difference for his students.

ÒI knew I could teach biological sci-
ence, but I felt I contribute something more
to student development,Ó he said. ÒItÕs hard
to put into words how richly blessed I have
been by my students over the years.Ó

During his tenure, Prof. Ebert served 
on almost every faculty committee, includ-
ing committees for textbooks, athletics, 

discipline, scholarship, guidance and stu-
dent government. He is a founding member
and chair of the Retired Faculty
Committee. 

Prof. Ebert continues to help students
today, both inside and outside the classroom.

He has personally endowed a scholar-
ship, and an anonymous donor contributed
another endowed scholarship in his name.
This spring, he launched yet another schol-
arship drive from the Retired Faculty
Committee.

In addition to teaching biology, Prof.
Ebert served UNCP as dean of Student
Affairs and as administrative assistant to
the president from 1962 to 1966.

Alumni Professionals
To be featured, please contact the Office of Alumni Relations.

Order the 
New Alumni Directory

The Alumni Directory will be
delivered this fall. Thanks to
Bernard C. Harris Publishing Co.
Inc., we have the most current
data available for more than
9,000 UNCP alumni. If you have
a question about your order, or to
place an order, please contact:

Customer Service Department
Bernard C. Harris Publishing Co.

6315 N. Center Drive
Norfolk, Va. 23502

1-800-777-6554

James B. Ebert and wife, Eleanor, at a reception

Joe Deese Õ74, M.D. Cheryl Locklear Õ75, D.D.S. Greg Bell Õ79 attorney

ProfilesProfiles
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Chuck Oxendine
Chuck Oxendine

is a success story
with a long history.
Married with two
children, he has an
important job with a
great company. 

Like so many
hard-working and
successful families in Robeson County, the
history of the Oxendine family is woven
into the fabric of the University of North
Carolina at Pembroke.

OxendineÕs uncle, the late Dr. Herbert 
G. Oxendine, was a longtime Dean of
Faculty, and the Oxendine Science Building
bears his name. 

OxendineÕs father, James Arthur
Oxendine, is a 1952 graduate. His wife, the
former Sandra Locklear, is a 1991 graduate.

Chuck is a 1987 graduate who says
UNCP prepared him well for work at
Buckeye Technologies Inc.

ÒI felt I could get a good education close
to home that would build a good foundation
for future growth,Ó he said. 

Since Oxendine grew up a mile from
campus, UNCP was in the blood, so to speak.

ÒThe decision to attend Pembroke was
an easy one for me,Ó he said. ÒIÕve always
felt family ties to the university.

ÒAttending college wasnÕt really an option
Ñ it was an expectation that I felt my parents
had for me, so I placed it on myself.Ó

Growing up in the shadow of the 
university got Oxendine oriented to college,
but, as the saying goes, it takes a village to
raise a success story.

ÒI was always interested in science
and math, but my high school biology
teacher, Vicky Lowry, probably influenced
my decision to major in biology more
than anyone else,Ó he said.

OxendineÕs career began at Alpha
Cellulose (predecessor to Buckeye) in
1986. He excelled at both the scientific
and management sides of the business. He
worked in various roles over the years,
including production, research, lab, envi-
ronmental and management.

In 1992, he was promoted to technical
services manager, responsible for quality
assurance. In 1993, Oxendine assumed
responsibility for environmental opera-
tions at the specialty cotton pulp 
processor.

Located on the banks of the Lumber
River in Lumberton, Buckeye has a self-
contained wastewater treatment facility.
OxendineÕs position is critical to the compa-
ny that exports 40 percent of its products. In
2000, he was promoted to operations man-
ager of a newly installed manufacturing
operation.

ÒWorking with Buckeye has afforded me
the opportunity to travel all over the world,Ó
he said. ÒWe export pulp that is used to
make fine paper and other specialty products
to Asia, Europe and South America.Ó

And everywhere he goes, he carries a 
little bit of Pembroke with him.

ÒThe degree I received at UNCP has
afforded me the knowledge and education
needed to be successful in a global enter-
prise,Ó he said.

OxendineÕs sons, Jarrett, 7, and Luke, 2,
inherit a long legacy of educational achieve-
ment and family success. 

Add a lot of hard work to that mix and
success canÕt be much farther down the 
road than UNCP was to the Oxendine 
family home.

Pat Chavis named regional director of prisons
Robeson County resident Patricia

Chavis Õ74 has been named the new south
central region director for the Division of
Prisons effective April 1. Chavis oversees
operations at 14 state prisons in a 12-county
area between Charlotte and Wilmington.

ÒPat Chavis is an excellent leader,
motivator and administrator,Ó said
Department of Correction Secretary
Theodis Beck. 

A 27-year veteran of the Department of
Correction, she became the first American
Indian woman to lead a state prison in
1990. In 1994, she supervised the opening
of Lumberton Correctional Institution.

Chavis earned her BachelorÕs degree 
in Sociology in 1974, followed by her
MasterÕs in Educational Administration.
She and her husband, Kenneth, have two
children.

Oxendine in Buckeye’s lab

Pat Chavis Õ74, south central region
director, N.C. Division of Prisons

Biology major at
UNCP prepared
him for rigors of
business world
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Fayetteville Chapter

Tom Martin Õ67, President
Piedmont-Triad Chapter

Barry Hopkins Õ71, President
Robeson Chapter

Sandra McCormick Õ95, President

ALUMNI CHAPTER NEWS

For chapter meeting information, 
visit www.uncp.edu/alumni/events.htm
To contact the chapters, call the Office 
of Alumni Relations toll-free at 
1-800-949-UNCP, locally at (910) 
521-6213 or e-mail alumni@uncp.edu. 

Fayetteville Chapter News
Tom Martin Õ67, President
The Fayetteville Chapter continues to

have fun by visiting different restaurants
for monthly meetings. Our last meeting
was at an excellent seafood restaurant, so
we have decided to return there for our
next meeting. Feel free to call me at
(910) 630-6360 if you would like to join
us at a future meeting and need to know
the location and time, or check out the
alumni Web page at www.uncp.edu/alumni/
news_events/chapter_meetings.htm

ALUMNI AT A GLANCE
August 17 Freshman Move-In 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Pizza Party 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
August 29 Mountain Chamber Players, Moore Hall 10:15 a.m.
Sept. 19-Oct. 1 Travel: Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island, 13 days
September 29 Soccer Tailgate UNCP vs. Catawba 7 p.m.
October 7-10 Phon-a-thon Phase I
October 14-17 Phon-a-thon Phase II
October 17 Senior Salute 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Opera CarolinaÕs Hansel & Gretel, Moore Hall 10:15 a.m.
October 18 Senior Salute 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
November 7 Senior Brunch 10 a.m.

Valerie Zamora, Moore Hall 10:15 a.m.
November 9-12 Travel: Disney/Sea World/Universal Four days
November 30 Travel: Concord Mills One-day trip
December 1 Alumni Holiday Drop-In 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
December 6-9 Travel: Callaway Gardens/Lake Lanier Four days
December 14 Travel: Selma/American Jubilee Christmas One-day trip
January 19, 2002 Soups & Hoops Competition TBA
January 23 Danny & June Infantino, Pianists, Moore Hall 10:15 a.m.
February 4-9 HOMECOMING 2002!

ALUMNI HOLIDAY DROP-IN
This yearÕs Alumni Holiday Drop-In at the ChancellorÕs residence is Saturday,

December 1, from 6 - 8 p.m. 
Now is a good time to send your ornament. Our goal is to fill the tree entirely with

ornaments from alumni. Plan to join us for good food, fellowship and a fun-filled
evening!

Complete the section below, detach and mail to: Alumni Relations, P.O. Box 1510,
Pembroke, N.C. 28372. For more information, feel free to call 1-800-949-UNCP
(8627) or e-mail alumni@uncp.edu today!

Name______________________________________________________________

Class Year__________________Degree __________________________________

Address____________________________________________________________

Major _____________________________________________________________

Home Phone________________E-Mail address____________________________

Ornament Description ________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

WOMENÕS UNCP LAPEL PIN
Show your UNCP pride!

Exclusively at CynaÕs Jewelers, 
Downtown Pembroke

Available in 10, 14, and 18 carat gold with 
diamonds or other stones available. 

Prices range from $180 to $386
To order, call: (910) 521-3690, or e-mail

Alumni Relations at alumni@uncp.edu
A portion of the purchase price will be donated to the university.



Page 19 Summer 2001

The Fayetteville Chapter is working
on funding for a scholarship, with
members selling Pizza Hut coupon
books. The coupon books are free to us
and sell for $10 each, so any we sell
will be direct profit for the chapter.

We have a great time with good fel-
lowship, and keep our meetings simple.
Come join us!

Robeson Chapter News
Sandra McCormick Õ95, President
The Robeson County Alumni

Chapter has been busy this year. On
June 21, during our regular chapter
meeting, we hosted a membership
social inviting alumni to come out 
and join the chapter. 

During the Lumbee Homecoming
festivities this year, the chapter set up 
a tent and sold tickets for a 50/50 raffle
and a raffle for a TV. These two raffles
were held Saturday near the end of the
festivities. 

Our chapter is in the process of
preparing a proposal to submit to the
university concerning the construction
of an alumni garden with a brick walk-
way to be located on campus. More
details will come as they are available. 

The Robeson Chapter challenges
you to make a difference at UNCP
by getting involved! Check with the
Alumni Relations office about starting
a chapter in your area.

Show your UNCP Pride!
Get your license tag today. 

Contact: (910) 521-6213
*alumni@uncp.edu

What’s New?
Alumni may submit new information about retirements, births, marriages and job

changes to completing this form. We want the information for purposes of maintain-
ing your permanent alumni record and publishing Class Notes in UNCP Today. Mail
your information to Alumni Relations, P.O. Box 1510, Pembroke, NC 28372. The
deadline for the next issue is November 1.

Last name First

Middle/maiden Class year

Address

City State Zip

Home phone

E-mail Include in Class Notes Yes No

Employment Include in Class Notes? Yes No

Position Retired

Start date

Company name

Address

City State Zip

Marriage Include in Class Notes? Yes No

Month/day/year

SpouseÕs full name Class year (if a UNCP alumnus)

Birth/Adoption Include in Class Notes? Yes No

Boy Girl
Date born/adopted

ChildÕs full name



There is a persistent myth in the world
of sports of a special place called Òthe cra-
dle of coaches.Ó This is where all the best
coaches are born.

At South View High
School in Hope Mills, N.C.,
this special place is not a
myth. UNCP is South ViewÕs
Òcradle of coaches.Ó

At the school with
arguably the best overall
sports program in the region,
UNCP has supplied 10 coach-
es and athletic director Ron
Luck. 

ÒThis is not a conspiracy,Ó
Luck said. ÒIt just worked out
that way.Ó

ItÕs a good thing when you
consider the contributions of a
36-year head basketball coach
like Ron Miller Õ63. Miller
won more than 400 games
before retiring this season. 

ÒCoaching is what I like to
do, and IÕve enjoyed every
minute of it,Ó said the New
York City native. ÒWe have
stayed close with our friends
at the university like Tim

Brayboy, Frank Winfree Õ70, W.K. Morgan
Õ63, Delton Ray Locklear Õ54 and others.
ItÕs been very special.Ó

There were other outstanding 
coaching jobs by UNCP graduates this
year. Wrestling coach Mike Stanbridge

took his team to a fourth-place
finish in the state duals, and
football coach Mike Ledford
went all the way to the state 
4A finals before losing.  

¥ Doug Caudill Õ74, assistant
football and baseball coach. 
¥ Ronnie Luck Õ70, athletic
director. 
¥ Mike Stanbridge Õ71, head
wrestling coach.
¥ Faye Council Õ81, head 
volleyball and junior varsity
basketball coach.
¥ Holly Hedman Õ01, junior
varsity volleyball coach.
¥ Kellie Aldridge Õ93, assistant
softball and basketball coach.
¥ Vernon Aldridge Õ93, assis-
tant football coach.
¥ Brian Edkins Õ93, head 
soccer coach.
¥ Randy Ledford Õ74, head
football and baseball coach. He
is a member of the UNCP
Athletic Hall of Fame.

UNCPÕs ÒTigersÓ Ñ Front row from left: Holly Hedman Õ01,
Kellie Aldridge Õ93, Brian Edkins Õ93, Mike Stanbridge Õ71, Doug
Caudill Õ74 and Ron Luck Õ70. Back row from left: Faye Council
Õ81, Vern Aldridge Õ93, Ron Miller Õ63 and Randy Ledford Õ75.
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UNCP is the hand that rocks the cradle

Braves Club
Past President
D.M. ÒMacÓ
Campbell has 
been named 
the National
Association 
of Athletic
Development
DirectorsÕ
(NAADD) 

College Division Volunteer of the Year.  
The award is presented to the person

whose volunteering efforts have made the
greatest contribution to the athletic depart-
ment of a school.  

The National Association of Collegiate
Directors of Athletics (NACDA) adminis-
ters NAADD.  

ÒWhen a professional organization
recognizes somebody from our family, it
is very gratifying,Ó said Athletic Director
Dan Kenney. ÒMac Campbell is very
deserving of the honor. He has made a
major difference by giving his time, tal-
ents and treasures to UNCP athletics.Ó

Campbell, a 1968 graduate, was
appointed to the UniversityÕs Board of
Trustees in 1997. Since then, he has led a
revitalization of fund-raising functions. He
has served as a volunteer, vice president
and president of the Braves Club. 

ÒWeÕre delighted that Mac is being
recognized for his tremendous support of
the university,Ó said Chancellor Meadors.  

Campbell has led events, including the
annual Braves Club Auction, Reverse
Raffle and Golf Tournaments. He has also
helped double the number of endowed
scholarships.  

ÒHonestly, it is a surprise and a great
honor,Ó he said. ÒIÕm humbled by it. I enjoy
doing what IÕm doing. Maybe IÕm getting
too much credit for what Dan is doing, but
IÕm very appreciative of this honor.Ó

Campbell and his wife, Sylvia, estab-
lished the first endowed scholarship for
the menÕs basketball team.

Mac Campbell honored for contributions to athletics

D.M. Campbell



L O O K  S M A R T
Get Your Gear From the UNCP Bookstore

Now featuring two ways
CLICK IT or PICK IT

¥ Just go to www.uncp.edu/bookstore and click on 
Òonline catalogÓ

¥ Secure ordering for customers using VISA/MasterCard

¥ Drop shipping available

¥ Bookstore hours are Mon. - Thurs., 7:45 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

¥ The Campus Bookstore is located in the D.F. Lowry   
Building just off the Arts Quad

¥ Great selection of gifts and memorabilia

www.uncp.edu/bookstore

UNCP Bookstore
(910) 521-6222   ¥   1-800-999-8627   ¥   (fax) 910-521-6296   ¥   D.F. Lowry Bldg.   ¥   MC/VISA Accepted

* *No Hassles!

No Lines!

Great Selections!Great Values!
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