Studying Immigration and Globalization Close-up!

UNCP Saociology Class on Immigration
and Globalization Study the Issues during
Maymester in Texas and Northern Mexico

Dr. James W. Robinson (Sociology and Criminal
Justice) concluded a two semester, six credit hour series
on Immigration and Globalization by taking a small
group of enthusiastic UNCP students on a two-week
study tour of the Texas/Mexico Borderlands and
Northeastern Mexico this May. UNCP students, Doc
Dillard, Joyce Locklear, and Jenilee Pike accompanied
Dr. Robinson and his wife, Laura, on this education
excursion to Laredo, Texas; and Nuevo Laredo,
Monterrey, Ciudad Victoria, and La Pesca, Mexico.

“The study tour in May wrapped up the 2, back-to- UNCP Class on Immigration and Globalization visits Texas A & M
International University Campus in Laredo Texas. From Left: Joyce

back, 3 hour interconnected classes that began Spring : ! ) -
Locklear, Doc Dillard, Dr. James Robinson, and Jenilee Pike.

semester of 2008. The series was made possible
through the support of the Department of Sociology and Criminal Justice and UNCP’s Study Abroad Program.
Through this series, UNCP students explored the interrelated issues of immigration and globalization—emphasizing
the relationship between the United States and Mexico,” said Dr. Robinson. “During the Spring we covered general
sociological concepts, theories, and studies dealing with the interrelated issues of immigration and globalization. We
looked closely at the influence of immigration and globalization upon southeast North Carolina, the United States
and Mexico through both in-class instruction and field experiences, including trips to the North Carolina Justice
Center in Raleigh and the Smithfield Meat Processing Plant in Tarheel, North Carolina.”

Borderlands!

On the first stop of the Maymester Study Tour in Laredo, Texas; Nuevo Laredo, Mexico; and the U.S./Mexico
Borderlands of Southern Texas, the UNCP class was joined by Dr. Mehnaaz Momen of Texas A&M University
International. Here, the class visited the campus of Texas A & M International University; U. S. Border Patrol
checkpoints; a new settlement established by recent Mexican immigrants; old downtown Laredo; the commercial
tourist center of Nuevo Laredo; the courtroom of U. S. Magistrate, Diana Saldana, who handles illegal immigration
cases for southern Texas; and the Casa del Migrante, a shelter for homeless immigrants from Central and South
America operated by the Catholic Church in Nuevo Laredo. At the Casa del Migrante, our students helped feed the
homeless immigrants during their evening meal. Doc Dillard commented that, “The food was very nourishing and
consisted of sausage soup, tortillas, and rice. It reminded me of my grandmother’s traditional southern cooking.”

UNCP Class on Immigration and Globalization visits Casa Del Migrante in Nuevo Laredo, Mexico. On Left: UNCP students
pose with Casa Del Migrante director, Padre Francisco Pellizari, and Dr. Mehnaaz Momen of Texas A&M International
University. On Right: Homeless migrants from southern Mexico and Central and South America wait to be served an evening
meal by UNCP students.



Monterrey, Mexico!

From the borderlands, the class traveled by first class bus to Monterrey,
Mexico, to see Mexican life in a large urban city. Doc Dillard related
that, “When we arrived in Monterrey, all I noticed was how crowded the
city was. The traffic was possibly just as bad as, or worse than, any large
city in the United States. I also noticed a lot of US businesses like
McDonalds and Hardees.”

Above: Jenilee Pike (center) discusses
Mexican life in downtown Monterrey with
Doc Dillard (right) and Dr. Robinson (left)
on the steps of Monterrey’s Palacio
Gobierno (Government Palace, built 1908).

Jenilee Pike said, “We visited three
museums in one day on Saturday. We
saw the history of Mexico, Indian

history, historical art, and artifacts. The Above: UNCP students, Joyce Locklear (left) and Jenilee Pike (right), pose
history of Mexico is very interesting and with creature statue outside of the Museum of Mexican History in Monterrey,
we saw almost all of it in one day!” She Mexico. Below: Dr. Robinson’s class at the Fuente de la Vida (Fountain of
also commented that, “A great part of Life) on the Gran Plaza in Monterrey, Mexico.

Monterrey is the giant central park, the
Gran Plaza, right in the middle of the
city. People seem to sit in the park all
day on the weekends and enjoy their
time off of work or school.”

Throughout the trip, the class used
public transportation. “I loved the
Metro, subway, in Monterrey because of
its convenience. When we would ride
it, we could see students and business
people all using public transportation. It
was almost more convenient than the
taxis and it was a lot cheaper,” observed
Doc Dillard.

Ciudad Victoria and the Universidad

Aut—oma de Tamaulipas!

From Monterrey, the class bused southward to
the capital of the Mexican state of Tamaulipas,
Ciudad Victoria, to be the special guests at a
two day conference on Immigration organized
by Dr. Josefina Guzman of the Universidad
Autéonoma de Tamaulipas. At the conference

At Right: UNCP students, Joyce Locklear, Doc Dillard
and Jenilee Pike listen to presentation, translated
through earphones, by scholars at a two day
conference on Immigration at the Universidad
Autonoma de Tamaulipas in Ciudad Victoria, Mexico.




UNCP’s Dr. Robinson speaks, through a translator,
at a two day conference on Immigration at the
Universidad Autonoma de Tamaulipas, Mexico.

While in Ciudad Victoria, the class also had
an opportunity to visit a number of orange
processing and distribution sites and take a
day trip to the beach town of La Pesca on the
Gulf of Mexico. In order to get to La Pesca,
the class had to take a second-class Mexican
bus for the first time. Joyce Locklear
commented, “ As we traveled to La Pesca, I
realized with each stop that the bus made that
this was a way of life for these people. It had
to be very difficult before these transportation
systems were in place. I now realize that
what are called ‘chicken buses’ are important
to these people, for they depend upon them to
carry them to work and purchase food items
they can’t keep on hand.”

Mexican scholars from the university shared their research
on Immigration, both between Mexico and surrounding
countries, including the United States, and between the
various Mexican states. Jenilee Pike said that, “After this
two day seminar, I felt like I knew a whole lot more about
immigration. Most of the information presented was
collected from specific research on immigration. We were
also able to take home several books written by the
speakers.” The students also toured the University campus
and had an opportunity to observe Mexican life in a
moderate sized Mexican state capital. Early in the morning
of the second day of the conference one of the university
professors and his wife took the class to visit a site where
migrant workers are recruited by “coyotes” to work the local
orange groves. Jenilee Pike explained that, “Coyotes are
people who are hired by farm owners to find workers to pick
the oranges.”

Above: UNCP student, Joyce Locklear (center) stands between two “coyotes” and waves at migrant farm workers on their way to
the orange groves outside of Ciudad Victoria, Mexico. Below, left: UNCP students enjoy a taste of a local delicacy—roasted ear of
corn with mayonnaise and pepper—in Ciudad Victoria. Below, right: UNCP students shop for gifts on the beach at La Pesca.




