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Faculty Senate Report
Graduate Council
October 7, 2020


Respectfully submitted by Dr. Irene Pittman Aiken, Dean

Graduate Council met for the first time of the 2020-2021 academic year on September 21, 2020. Below is information believed to be most relevant to Faculty Senate.

Guests:
· Provost Locklear delivered greetings and thanked the Graduate School staff, the program directors, and graduate program faculty for their work resulting in the fall 2020 enrollment.
· Jodi Phelps and Eleanor Johnson shared data related to UCM’s marketing efforts and discussed strategies for improving program websites and marketing materials. 

The following Graduate Faculty Nominations were approved
	Last
	First 
	Degree
	Dept
	Program
	Status

	Hinson
	Ashley
	EdD
	Ed Leadership and Specialties
	MSA
	Adjunct

	Lowery
	Arine
	MA
	History
	Social Studies Ed
	Prof Aff

	Pereira
	Maria
	PhD
	Biology
	Science Ed
	Full

	Scott
	Marisa
	PhD
	Ed Leadership and Specialties
	Special Ed
	Full

	Smith
	LaMorris
	MA
	Teacher Ed
	MAT and EE
	Prof Aff

	Sullivan
	Keri
	EdD
	Ed Leadership and Specialties
	Special Ed
	Adjunct

	Tippett
	Elizabeth
	MSA
	Teacher Ed
	MAT
	Prof Aff



Graduate School Report
· Dean Aiken discussed virtual recruitment initiatives including: Open Houses, New Graduate Student Orientation, Admitted Student’s Day, Live campus tour (new event), GSO meetings, and virtual one on one meetings offered by Emily Oxendine. Note: On 9.24.20, our first, separate Financial Aid for Graduate Students session was held (virtual).
· Concerning recruitment, Dean Aiken asked program directors to consider their admissions requirements, 8-week course offerings, deadlines, and ways to best connect with students to build community and feelings of belonging.  Dean Aiken offered funds for recruitment efforts.
· Dr. Aiken reminded program directors that graduate course analyses are available to them and the department chairs.
· Dean Aiken announced that the NC Council of Graduate Schools Conference will be virtual (October 22-23, 2020) and invited program directors and interested parties to participate (LINK).

New Business:	
· Formation of an Ad Hoc subcommittee to examine thesis requirements and procedures. Dr. Ladd agreed to participate, and Dr. Aiken asked others to let her know if they would like to be involved. 

· Announcements/Reminders
1. Remaining Grad Council Meetings for 20-21 academic year (at 3:00 pm; Oct. and Nov. meetings held via WebEx; 2021 meeting TBD): October 19, November 16 of 2020, and January 25, February 15, March 15, and April 19 of 2021
2. Graduation Application Deadlines: October 1 for spring 2021 graduation, March 1 for fall 2021 graduation 

· Adjournment: Meeting ended at 4:15 pm.
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