
This excerpt is part of an outline for an asynchronous learning session on the United 

States Supreme Court’s Brown v. Board of Education Decision in 1954. 

(This class is conducted entirely in asynchronous mode over the Internet. Students access all 

material remotely via e-mail and the World Wide Web from their homes or in their places of 

business. Each session lasts one-week beginning on Sunday evening and ending on Saturday 

morning.) 

Friday -  Remind student facilitators via E-mail for the coming week’s discussion that they 

should have read all the material and are familiar with key questions.* 

Sunday-   Initiate week’s discussion on the class electronic bulletin board by introducing  

   the topic and concluding with the following open-ended question: 

“Why is the Brown v. Board of Education Decision regarded as one of the most 

significant decisions of the U.S. Supreme Court in the 20th century?” 

Refer students to a synopsis and major personalities of the case that is available 

at the class Web site. 

Remind students that if they have any questions, feel free to E-mail the instructor 

at anytime. 

Monday -  Monitor student comments and questions on the electronic bulletin board and 

   individual E-mail. 

Tuesday - Compliment students who made exceptionally good postings to the electronic 

bulletin board over the past forty-eight hours. 

Review the wording of the Brown Decision (Brown I) and the implementation 

decree (Brown II). 

   Conclude with open-ended question: 

“What did the Brown Decision mean to those states that had established de jure 

segregated school systems? How did these states attempt to implement the 

Brown Decision?” 

Remind students that if they have any questions, feel free to E-mail the instructor 

at anytime. 

Wednesday - Monitor student comments and questions on the electronic bulletin board and 

individual E-mail. 

Thursday -  Compliment and refer to students who made exceptionally good postings to the 

electronic bulletin board over the past forty-eight hours. 

   Briefly review the discussion for the week. 



Emphasize that the Brown Decision did not just affect the states that had estab-

lished de jure segregated school systems but that it ended up affecting the entire 

country. Provide examples in New York City in the 1960s and Boston in the 

1970s. 

   Conclude with an open-ended question: 

  “What has been the effect of the Brown Decision on American society in 

general?” Remind students that if they have any questions, feel free to E-mail the 

instructor at anytime. 

Friday -  Monitor student comments and questions on the electronic bulletin board and 

individual E-mail. 

Saturday -  Compliment and refer to students who made exceptionally good postings to the 

electronic bulletin board during the past week. 

Indicate that a summary of this week’s discussion and further information from 

the instructor's notes** will be available at the class’ Web site by 4:00 P.M. this 

(Saturday) evening. 

   Refer students to the class Web site to a written assignment.** 

Thank student facilitators for their contribution to this week’s discussion. Wish 

everybody a Happy Weekend! 

 

*Note: Reading assignment includes material available at a Web site maintained by Woodstock 
Technological Center at Georgetown University that held a symposium in 1994 commemorating the 
40th Anniversary of the Brown Decision. 
**Note: Instructor notes and written assignment are the same as in This excerpt is part of larger 
instructional unit the United States Supreme Court’s Brown v. Board of Education Decision in 1954 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


