
 

 
Mary Livermore Library 

The University of North Carolina at Pembroke
PO Box 1510

Pembroke, NC 28372-1510
Reference: 910.521.6656 
Circulation: 910.521.6516

Fax: 910.521.6547
www.uncp.edu/library/

 
Using Academic Search Complete 

Access: Go to the Library’s homepage at www.uncp.edu/library/. Click Electronic Resources. Click 
Database Title. Click the letter A and you will see a list of databases. Click Academic Search 
Complete. 

Advanced Search: The advanced search opens automatically in all Ebsco databases (see image 
below). You can combine keywords by using and (e.g. school violence and prevention). You can 
interchange different words with similar meaning (such as ‘college’ and ‘university’) using or (e.g. 
college or university). You can also truncate words with an asterisk (e.g. prevent* = prevented, 
preventing, prevention, and prevents). 

 

The advanced search allows you to combine and experiment with various sets of keywords. For 
example, if you were researching the ‘effects of alcohol or drugs on college students,’ then you would 
use the first two Find boxes to enter the main keywords (college or university and drug abuse or 
alcohol abuse) and the third Find box to experiment with different groups of people, such as Greek 
organizations (see image below), or athletes, women, or African Americans, or search for articles 
about possible alcohol or drug-related issues such as family relations, falling grades, HIV, or sex, etc. 
You can add additional search boxes by clicking the Add Row link. 

 



The Results List: Articles in the results list are arranged by date published with the most recent 
articles listed first. The list displays ten results on each page. To see the next page of results, click the 
Next link. Full-text articles are listed as PDF Full Text or HTML Full Text. Full text articles can be 
printed, emailed, or saved to a disk by clicking the Print, E-mail, or Save links. 

 

Article Citations: Citations to articles contain important identifying information, such as the author, 
title, and publication information, but not the full text of the article. Article citations usually provide subject 
headings and abstracts (summaries) to help you evaluate articles for relevancy to your topic (see image 
below). Click the Result List link in order to return to the results list. 

 

Journal Finder: To see if an article is available full text, click the Check Journal Finder for full text 
availability link at the bottom of an article citation. Journal Finder will indicate if an article is available full 
text in the Library or full text in another database. 

Contact the Reference Desk at www.uncp.edu/library/reference/help.html for help finding resources. 
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