THE GENERAL INTERPRETATION OF r

First, when may we call a correlation coefficient "high" or "low"
?

Since these coefficients very all the way from -1.00 to 1.00 the reader may wish to know how to designate the degree of association implied.

ANSWER:  While there are no sharp lines of demarcation, the following characterizations may prove helpful.  It should be borne in mind that they apply equally whether the correlation coefficient is negative or positive.

I.
Coefficients (r) ranging from zero (0) to about .19 may be regarded as indicating no or negligible correlation.

II.
Coefficients (r) ranging from .20 to about .39 may be regarded as indicating a low degree of correlation.

II.
Coefficients (r) ranging from .40 to about .59 may be regarded as indicating a moderate of correlation.

III.
Coefficients (r) ranging from .60 to about .79 may be regarded as indicating a marked degree of correlation.

IV.
Coefficients (r) ranging from .80 to about 1.00 may be regarded as indicating a high degree of correlation.
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