
Religious Holiday Accommodations 
The University of North Carolina at Pembroke has a legal and moral obligation to accommodate all 
students who must be absent from classes or miss scheduled exams in order to observe religious holidays; 
we must be careful not to inhibit or penalize these students for exercising their rights to religious 
observance.    To accommodate students’ religious holidays, each student will be allowed two excused 
absences each semester with the following conditions: 

1. Students, who submit written notification to their instructors within two weeks of the
beginning of the semester, shall be excused from class or other scheduled academic activity
to observe a religious holy day of their faith.  Excused absences are limited to two class
sessions (days) per semester.

2. Students shall be permitted a reasonable amount of time to make up tests or other work
missed due to an excused absence for a religious observance.

3. Students should not be penalized due to absence from class or other scheduled academic
activity because of religious observances.

A student who is to be excused from class for a religious observance is not required to provide a second-
party certification of the reason for the absence.   Furthermore, a student who believes that he or she has 
been unreasonably denied an education benefit due to religious beliefs or practices may seek redress 
through the student grievance procedure.    


